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Pk Player Team Pos. Ht. Wt. School

 1 Andrew Luck Colts QB 6-4 234 Stanford 
 Skinny: Peyton Manning’s replacement, they hope his equal.

 2 Robert Griffin III  Redskins QB  6-2 224 Baylor 
 Skinny: Paid a pretty penny for this opportunity.

 3 Matt Kalil Vikings OT 6-7 305 USC 
 Skinny: Forget the CB, can’t pass up a good tackle.

 4 Trent Richardson Browns RB 5-9 228 Alabama 
 Skinny: Browns still searching for the next Jim Brown.

 5 Luke Kuechly Buccaneers LB 6-3 242 Boston College 
 Skinny: Bucs looking for next Hardy Nickerson.

 6 Justin Blackmon Rams WR 6-1 208 Oklahoma State 
 Skinny: Top need, top wide receiver.

 7 Morris Claiborne Jaguars CB 5-11 188 LSU 
 Skinny: Too good to pass up at this point.

 8 Fletcher Cox  Dolphins DT 6-4 298 Miss. State 
 Skinny: Need a quarterback, take a defensive tackle.

 9 Quinton Coples Panthers DE 6-6 284 North Carolina 
 Skinny: Still looking to replace Julius Peppers.

10 Stephon Gilmore Bills CB 6-1 190 South Carolina 
 Skinny: But Riley Reiff is tempting here.

11 David DeCastro Chiefs G 6-5 315 Stanford 
 Skinny: Alan Faneca-like, but too high to pick him.

Pk Player Team Pos. Ht. Wt. School

12 Ryan Tannehill Seahawks QB 6-4 220 Texas A&M 
 Skinny: That’s three QBs in first dozen picks to fill obvious holes.

13 Melvin Ingram Cardinals OLB 6-2 265 USC 
 Skinny: Joey Porter can’t play forever.

14 Mark Barron Cowboys S 6-1 214 Alabama 
 Skinny: Not a consensus on this choice.

15 Riley Reiff Eagles OT 6-6 313 Iowa 
 Skinny: A steal at this point in the draft.

16 Chandler Jones Jets DE 6-5 265 Syracuse 
 Skinny: Top need is a pass rusher.

17 Michael Floyd Bengals WR 6-3 220 Notre Dame 
 Skinny: Second straight year a receiver in first round.

18 Shea McClellin Chargers LB 6-3 260 Boise State 
 Skinny: Natural 3-4 outside linebacker to rush QB.

19 Michael Brockers Bears DT 6-6 322 lSU 
 Skinny: He’s only 322 pounds, so no next Fridge here.

20 Dre Kirkpatrick  Titans CB 6-2 186 Alabama 
 Skinny: Tide filling out first round nicely.

21 Courtney Upshaw Bengals DE 6-2 275  Alabama 
 Skinny: Another pass-rusher for Ben Roethlisberger to deal with.

22 Kendall Wright Browns WR 5-10 197 Baylor 
 Skinny: Browns going all out for more firepower on offense.
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23 Cordy Glenn Lions G 6-5 345 Georgia 
 Skinny: Looking to protect that franchise quarterback.

24 Dont’a Hightower Steelers LB 6-2 265 Alabama 
 Skinny: The next James Farrior arrives quickly.

25 Dontari Poe Broncos DT 6-4 345 Memphis State 
 Skinny: And Denver thanks Steelers for passing on him.

26 Whitney Mercilus Texans OLB 6-4 261 Illinois 
 Skinny: A good pass rush just got better.

27 Nick Perry Patriots LB 6-3 272 USC 
 Skinny: Could  be the steal of the draft at this point. Maybe fix is in.

28 Peter Konz  Packers C 6-5 315 Wisconsin 
 Skinny: Aaron Rodgers has his batterymate.

29 Mike Adams Ravens OT 6-7 323 Ohio State 
 Skinny: Another Blindside movie in the making.

30 Amini Silatolu 49ers G 6-4 311 Midwestern State 
 Skinny: And pass on Wisconsin’s Kevin Zeitler.

31 Derek Wolfe Patriots DL X-X XXX Cincinnati 
 Skinny: Adding defense and need lots of it.

32 Stephen Hill Giants WR 6-4 215 Georgia Tech 
 Skinny: Have to replace Mario Manningham.

ED BOUCHETTE’S

NFL MOCK DRAFT 2012
The veteran Post-Gazette pro football writer offers his take on how tonight’s first round might play out:

By Dennis Waszak Jr.
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Andrew Luck 
knows exactly where he’s head-
ing, and so does Robert Griffin 
III.

For the rest of the college 
stars preparing for the NFL 
draft Thursday night, the anxi-
ety is building. Nobody is look-
ing forward to the green room 
at Radio City Music Hall.

“It kind of made me a little 
nervous when we were talking 
to the commissioner and he 
said, ‘You’ll be back there for 
an hour and it’ll feel like you’ve 
been back there for five days,’” 
Southern California tackle Matt 
Kalil said. “I’ll be sweatin’ up a 
storm back there, and I want to 
have my name called and not 
have to wait too long.”

He shouldn’t have to worry 
much about that. Most mock 
drafts project Kalil to go third 
overall to Minnesota after Luck 
heads to Indianapolis and Grif-

fin to Washington. 
But he knows better than to 

put much stock in the predraft 
chatter.

“I stopped paying attention 
to all of that stuff,” said Kalil, 
attending an NFL event at a 
playground in Manhattan. “No 
one really has a clue. Unless 
you’re the GM of a team, you 
don’t really know who a team 
is going to pick, so you just let it 
all play out.”

That’s the approach for the 
nearly two dozen other players 
who’ll be at Radio City and have 
no idea when they might walk 
onto the stage, shake commis-
sioner Roger Goodell’s hand 
and hold up the jersey of the 
team with which they’ll start 
their professional career.

“For Luck and RGIII, they 
know what’s going on and they 
know where they’re going to 
live and all that kind of stuff,” 
Alabama safety Mark Barron 
said. “A lot of us other guys, 
we’re still wondering where 

we’re going to be living for the 
next however many years.”

Griffin, the Heisman Trophy 
winner from Baylor, is com-
forted by already knowing he’ll 
be a member of the Redskins. 
But he thinks he might actually 
miss the draft-day jitters. Well, 
at least a little bit.

“It kind of puts yourself 
at ease,” he said, “but it does 
kind of rob you of that natural 
draftee experience where you 
don’t know where you’re going 
and you’re in limbo.”

Luck will go No. 1 overall 
to Indianapolis after a terrific 
career at Stanford. Like Griffin, 

he is also expected to step right 
into a starting job as a rookie.

“I guess it’s nice, but there’s 
always competition in football 
and if I go out there and lay an 
egg and I’m not the best quar-
terback out there, I hope they 
don’t start me,” Luck said. “I’m 
excited, though. I’m going to go 
out there and hopefully play, 
obviously, and put my best foot 
forward and enjoy all the guys.”

After Luck and Griffin, 
Texas A&M’s Ryan Tannehill 
is expected to be the next quar-
terback taken — possibly eighth 
overall by Miami, where he’d be 
reunited with Mike Sherman. 

The new Dolphins offensive 
coordinator was Tannehill’s 
head coach the past four years.

“If I did happen to go there, 
it would be good,” said Tan-
nehill, who would compete with 
starter Matt Moore. “It would 
give me some familiarity with 
the offense, so I think it would 
help ease the transition a little 
bit.”

Oklahoma State’s Justin 
Blackmon will likely be the first 
wide receiver picked, possibly 
as high as No. 4 by Cleveland. 
Notre Dame’s Michael Floyd, 
Georgia Tech’s Stephen Hill 
and Baylor’s Kendall Wright 
are other receivers who might 
go in the opening round.

“It’s a great time to come into 
the league if you are a receiver,” 
said Blackmon, a two-time win-
ner of the Biletnikoff Award as 
college football’s top receiver. 
“More teams are throwing the 
ball a lot more. It’s more wide 
open than ever on offense.”

Other players who could be 

top-10 picks are South Carolina 
defensive end Melvin Ingram, 
Alabama running back Trent 
Richardson, LSU cornerback 
Morris Claiborne, Mississippi 
State defensive tackle Fletcher 
Cox and North Carolina defen-
sive end Quinton Coples.

After winning the national 
championship in January, Ala-
bama could be a big winner in 
the opening round. Crimson 
Tide teammates Barron, Rich-
ardson, linebackers Courtney 
Upshaw and Dont’a Hightower, 
and cornerback Dre Kirkpat-
rick could all hear their names 
called Thursday night.

“This is a great experience, 
especially when you have a 
team where we came from,” 
Richardson said. “All these guys 
are going to the draft and we’re 
all going to be in the first round. 
Alabama set the bar high last 
year when they had four come 
out and all four went in the first 
round. Hopefully we can break 
that record and have five.”

On the clock: Anxiety and uncertainty
Unlike Luck and Griffin, first-round prospects don’t have peaceful, easy feeling 
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