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The terms of divorce between 
UPMC and Highmark emerged 
Wednesday, ending — for now 
— a year of brinkmanship by 
the region’s health giants.

Highmark subscribers who 
feared that they might be forced 
to abandon their UPMC doctors 
by mid-2013 can breathe easier, 
with in-network access now 
guaranteed through 2014.

Experts and insiders, 
though, stressed that with 
limited exceptions, the special 
status Highmark subscrib-
ers had long enjoyed at UPMC 
hospitals won’t exist on Jan. 
1, 2015. Further, there is no 
guarantee of long-term stabil-
ity in the local health care and 
health insurance markets, nor 
of improvement in the system’s 
continuing problems that nota-
bly include modest competition 
and high costs. 

In 2015 and beyond, most 
Highmark customers could find 
themselves priced out of most 
UPMC services, which would 
then be available at out-of-net-
work rates. There is no guaran-
tee that West Penn Allegheny 
Health System, Highmark’s 
partner-in-waiting, will be in 
tiptop shape by then.

Gov. Tom Corbett announced 
in Harrisburg that Highmark 
and UPMC will continue to 
work together through 2014. 

The two health giants revealed 
some details of the 18-month 
contract extension that may 
end their lengthy relationship.

“Hopefully, things can come 
together and work out,” Allegh-
eny County Executive Rich 
Fitzgerald said. “That’s obvi-
ously almost three years in the 
future. A lot of things can hap-
pen over three years.”

The immediate crisis of the 
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Highmark-UPMC split
delayed until end of 2014
In-network  
access to doctors 
and hospitals 
extended for 
18 months 
for insurer’s 
subscribers

By Alexa Olesen 
and Matthew Lee

Associated Press

BEIJING — A cloud hung 
over annual talks between 
the United States and China 
on Thursday as a blind Chi-
nese dissident who took 
refuge in the U.S. Embassy 
appealed to Washington for 
more help, saying from his 
hospital room in Beijing that 
he now fears for his family’s 
safety unless they are all 
spirited abroad.

China already demanded 
an apology from the United 
States even before Chen 
Guangcheng balked at a deal 
in which he would remain 
in his homeland. Now that 
he wants to leave, the case 
could overshadow talks in 
which Secretary of State Hil-
lary Rodham Clinton and 
Treasury Secretary Timo-
thy Geithner are to discuss 
foreign policy and economic 
issues with their Chinese 
counterparts.

After six days holed up in 
the U.S. Embassy, as senior 
officials in Beijing and 
Washington tussled over his 
fate, Mr. Chen left the com-
pound’s protective confines 
Wednesday for a nearby 
hospital to get treatment of 
a leg injury suffered in his 
escape. A shaken Mr. Chen 
said in an interview from his 
hospital room that Chinese 
authorities had warned that 
he would lose his opportu-
nity to be reunited with his 
family if he stayed longer in 
the embassy.
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Dissident’s
status
clouding
China,
U.S. talks

By Robbie Brown
The New York Times

ORLANDO, Fla. — Crimi-
nal charges were announced 
Wednesday against 13 people 
in the hazing death of a Flor-
ida A&M University band 
member last year.

Prosecutors at an Orlando 
news conference said the 
evidence did not support 
homicide or manslaugh-
ter charges, but 11 of the 13 
charged face felony hazing 
charges.

The band member, Rob-
ert Champion, died Nov. 19 
after being beaten, kicked 
and suffocated by fellow stu-
dents during a hazing ritual 
aboard a bus after a football 
game against the school’s 
rival, Bethune-Cookman 
University, prosecutors said. 
Under a tradition known as 
“Crossing Bus C,” students 
would walk down the aisle 
of the bus while classmates 
punched them. Champion 
was found lifeless on the bus 
and pronounced dead at a 
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The health care giants’ logos tower over Downtown Pittsburgh.

nHighmark subscribers, in 
both the commercial and 
Medicare Advantage busi-
ness lines, will have in-net-
work access to UPMC doc-
tors and hospitals through 
the end of 2014.
nHighmark may pay signifi-
cantly higher reimbursements 
for services provided by 
UPMC to its subscribers, with 
increases in several steps 
over the next 32 months.
n There is no guarantee of 
in-network access for High-
mark subscribers to most 
UPMC facilities beyond 2014, 
though Highmark members 
in a continuing course of 
treatment at UPMC will also 
continue to have in-network 
access to UPMC hospital and 
physician services.
nHighmark will allow its 
subscribers to use the new 
UPMC East hospital in Mon-
roeville.
nHighmark’s contracts with 
Children’s Hospital, through 
2022, and UPMC Mercy, 
through 2015, are unaf-
fected.
nHighmark will not further 
seek government-imposed 
binding arbitration.
nHighmark and UPMC will 
negotiate, by the end of 
June, longer-term subscriber 
access to Western Psychiat-
ric Institute, some oncologi-
cal services and community 
hospitals, including UPMC 
Bedford and UPMC Venango. 
They also will negotiate 
longer-term arrangements for 
Highmark customers in the 
Children’s Health Insurance 
Program, Special Care and 
PA Fair Care programs.

the termsprincipals in the talks

FOR HIGHMARK: 
Executive vice 
presidents Dan 
Onorato, left, and    
Deborah Rice.

IN HARRISBURG: State Sen. Don White, R-Indiana, left; Gov. 
Tom Corbett, and Sen. Jay Costa, D-Forest Hills, right.

FOR UPMC: 
President and 
CEO Jeffrey 
Romoff, left, and 
general counsel 
W. Thomas 
McGough Jr. 

By Bill Toland
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

HARRISBURG — Of the bil-
lions of text messages sent each 
day in this country, few could 
have been more important to 
the Pittsburgh region than the 
one sent at 8:41 a.m. Wednesday 

by W. Thomas McGough Jr., 
UPMC’s  chief legal officer, 
to state Sen. Don White, the 
Indiana County Republi-
can who chairs the Senate’s 
Banking and Insurance 
Committee.

“We have a deal,” it said.
That deal — a new con-

Political arm twisting 

By Steve Twedt
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

The deal between High-
mark and UPMC calms a lot 
of fears in the short term. 
But the long-term implica-
tions, including the impact 
on insurance premiums, 
remain unknown.

“In the short run, proba-
bly most people will breathe 
a sigh of relief” that the 
region’s major insurer and 
major health system have 
reached an agreement that 
will keep Highmark sub-
scribers in the UPMC net-
work until 2015, said Martin 
Gaynor, professor of econom-
ics and health policy at Car-
negie Mellon University’s 
Heinz College.

“On the other hand, will it 
be back to business as usual? 
Are we any closer to achiev-
ing transparency on costs? 
Is it going to have any real 
effect on competition in this 

marketplace?” he asked. 
“They may have made a deal 
to their mutual benefit but to 
the detriment of the commu-
nity as a whole.”

For now, just having an 
agreement in place is good 
news, said M. Christine 
Whipple, executive director 
of the Pittsburgh Business 
Group on Health, which rep-
resents major local employ-
ers. “This relieves some of 
the pressure that employ-
ers have been under, deal-
ing with a lot of the uncer-
tainty.”

Health consultant Jan Jen-
nings, president and CEO of 
American Healthcare Solu-
tions, Downtown, can relate 
to that. Among his 40 full- 
and half-time staff members, 
he said, half wanted to make 
sure they had in-network 
access to UPMC and half 
wanted to stay with High-
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Consumers losing 
in the long run?

13 charged
in Florida
hazing death

Amy Sancetta/Associated Press

Thomas “T.J.” 
Lane, 17, enters 
juvenile court in 
Chardon, Ohio, 

Wednesday, 
charged in the 

Feb. 27 Chardon 
High School 

shooting rampage 
that left three 

students dead.

By Liz Navratil
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

CHARDON, Ohio — An Ohio 
teenager accused of opening fire 
in a high school cafeteria this 
winter, killing three and wound-
ing two others, exhibits signs of 

mental illness but is competent 
to undergo juvenile court pro-
ceedings, a judge ruled Wednes-
day.

Thomas “T.J.” Lane, a tall, 
lanky 17-year-old, sat quietly, 
staring downward and at 
the witness stand as Phillip 

Resnick, Case Western Reserve 
University psychiatry professor,   
outlined the symptoms of his 
mental illness.

T.J. faces juvenile charges of 
murder, attempted murder and 
assault for the Feb. 27 shooting 
at Chardon High School, nestled 

in a small town about 30 miles 
east of Cleveland, a place where 
red ribbons remain wrapped 
around trees and light poles in 
remembrance of those who died.

His age and the severity of his 

Judge rules teen fit for court in Ohio shooting rampage
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